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Annual Report 2012-2013 

Mission 

The mission of the Clackamas Dog Foundation is to promote the health and well 

being of dogs and people through supporting the educational and public service 

activities and programs of Clackamas County Dog Services. 

Primary Focus 
The Foundation is an independent tax-exempt organization dedicated to soliciting 
and receiving in-kind and private donations on behalf of Clackamas County Dog 

Services in support of its mission of encouraging the human/pet bond. The 
Foundation works closely with staff and volunteers at the Clackamas County 

Animal Adoption and Education Center. 
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Letter from the Executive Director  

What exciting and challenging times we face.   

While the Clackamas Dogs Foundation may be relatively new, 

the passion, compassion and drive behind it is wise with years 

of work in the animal welfare world.  We have ambitious goals 

but know that goals are reached only with tons of hard work, 

careful thought, committed action and a lot of muddy paws. 

Over the past decade our community course, as it relates to the welfare of animals has changed 

drastically.   There are no more “pounds”, no more “dog catchers”, and these are all good 

things.  The challenge of that change is that resources are stretched ever thinner and the work 

is 24/7/365.   

The Clackamas Adoption and Education Center typically provides a safe haven for 

approximately 45 dogs on any given day.  Every breed, age, color and sometimes under 

circumstances that make you want to cry.  Thankfully, the dogs seem to roll with the punches 

better than we humans.  They move onward and upward always.   

That is also our goal – ever onward, ever upward, ever improving and saving more lives every 

day than we did the day before.  

The Adoption and Education Center is very proud of our remarkable results.  We are able to, 

with the help of our community, our adopters, our sheltering partners and rescues save 85-88% 

of the dogs that come to us.  We work with the Animal Sheltering Alliance of Portland to help 

the entire community be excellent stewards of our canine companions and we are succeeding. 

However, the work, the drive and the passion cannot stop here.  As long as there are dogs living 

in squalid conditions, not receiving medical care, not being fed, not being cared for – there is 

more work to be done and that is the challenge that creates the 

opportunity for excitement.  

We cannot do it without you.  We must have resources from our 

community to make it all happen.  Have you considered the 

possibility of volunteering or fostering?  Both are essential to the 

health of our Center’s dogs.   

We are only as strong as our foundation within the community.  We 

ask that you consider adopting your next family companion, and we 

ask that as you consider your annual charitable giving that you 

consider how far your dollar can stretch to make the life of a dog 

better.       

Thanks for the support, Diana Hallmark 
Donors come in all ages and sizes. 



 
Clackamas Dogs Foundation Annual Report Executive Summary 

Year One: February 2012-June 2013 
 

After partnering with organizations like 
Friends Involved in Dog Outreach (FIDO) 

and receiving donations from dedicated 
volunteers, Clackamas County Dog Services 

(CCDS)  realized there was a need for a non-
profit organization dedicated solely to 

supporting the shelter and outreach 
programs of Clackamas County Dog 

Services.  In 2012, a group of dedicated dog 
supporters formed the Clackamas Dogs 
Foundation as an independent, tax-exempt 

organization.   
 

The Foundation received its official 501©3 
status in April 2013, however, the IRS 

backdated recognition to February 2012 
which enabled our donors to receive tax 

benefits to the full extent of the law during 
this entire period.   With a team of 
volunteers, we branded ourselves through 
logo creation, web sites, and program 
design around PETS: Protect, Education, 
Train and Support.  Furthermore, the 
Foundation raised awareness in support of 
Clackamas County Dog Services through 
participation in events, print and social 
media campaigns, the creation of an 

internship program, a “Home for the 
Holidays” giving campaign, and interaction 
with visitors to the Clackamas County 
Animal Adoption and Education Center.   
 
At its core, the Foundation was created to 
increase financial support for the Clackamas 
County Animal and Adoption and Education 
Center, and aligned its initial fundraising 

efforts with CCDS’s ongoing interaction with 
existing donors and dog adoptive parents.  

During its first fiscal year, CDF raised funds 
through individual donation, special events, 

estate gifts, small businesses, foundations 

and in-kind partnerships.  Of the $63,201 
raised, the largest gifts were $22,709 

through the Edward A. Heft Trust and 
$22,000 through Maddies Fund which was a 

cooperative grant through the Animal 
Shelter Alliance of Portland (ASAP).  An 

additional estate gift of $50,000 has been 
committed, putting the total cash raised by 

the end of CDF’s first fiscal year at 
$113,201.  Combined with the value of in-
kind contributions (of pet food only), the 

year-end estimated value of CDF is 
$170,470. 

 
Creating mutually beneficial partnerships 

which include donations of service, supplies 
and products is a cornerstone of CDF’s 

success in supporting the shelter.  One large 
example stands out. In May 2012, 
Clackamas-based Castor & Pollux Natural 
Petworks was purchased by Merrick Pet 
Care in Texas and wanted to donate excess 
dog food from storage rather than moving it 
to Texas. Through CDF’s ability to 
immediately respond, the shelter received 
dog food valued at $34,068.   Other 
partners, like PFX Pet Supply, also donated 

supplies (dog food valued at $23,200) 
reducing the need to purchase some 
supplies like dog food from its regular 
budget.  The Board looks forward to 
additional partnerships like this in future 
years. 
 
In its first year, CDF laid the groundwork for 
engaging volunteers, donors, dog adoptive 

parents and businesses in the process of 
supporting the Center. We look forward to 

increasing these efforts in the years to 
come.

 



Ten Major CDF Accomplishments 

1-Created a college Internship program and 
jointly recruited and trained volunteers for 
the Center and Foundation. 

 
2-Became recognized and funded as a Rescue 
U Chapter through the Petfinder Foundation. 
 
3-Supported the creation and implementation of Don’t Forget, Buckle Your 
Pet…and People Too Campaign 

4-Received two large estate gifts totaling 
$72,775. 
 
5-Funded two Community Spay & Neuter 
Clinics helping 17 low-income, dog-owning 
families. 
 
6-Piloted two youth merit & Scout badges 
with 25 youth 

 
7-Received media coverage through Portland Society Page, Clackamas Review, 

Spot Magazine, NW Senior News, 
Estacada News 
 
8-Purchased a much-needed Dental 
Sonic Cleaner for the Center 
 
9-Received $22,000 from Maddies 
Lifesaving Fund in partnership with 

the Animal Shelter Alliance of Portland (ASAP) 
 
10-Saved the Shelter $34,068 in dog food costs through a donation of dog food 
from Castor & Pollux Natural Petworks.  
  

 

  

http://www.portlandsocietypage.com/2012/06/14/fences-for-fido-gala-is-sold-out/fences4/


Clackamas Dogs Foundation Supporters  
 

CDF Sustainers Circle ($25,000 and above) 
Pending $50,000 estate gift (expected by 6/30/2013) 

 
CDF Hall of Famer ($5,000-24,999) 

Edward A Heft Trust Maddies Fund 

 
CDF Stars $1000-4999 

Smestad Family 
Myron Carbaugh 

Petfinder Foundation 

Jay & Char Woodworth 
Gail Mohrlang 

FIDO Equipment Fund 
 

CDF Hearts $100-999 
Anne Dickason & James Groth 

Donald & Rene Pizzo 
Janet Starnes 

Alberto & Hilda Schlagenhaufer 

St. Francis of Assisi (Wilsonville) 
Canby Herald 

Fidelity National Title 
Maggie Frieske 

Natalie Sullivan 
Dan & Bev Brenneman 

Dwaine & Phyllis Prink 
The Bigelow Family Living Trust 

E.C. Lowell 

GFWC Oregon City Women's Club 

Randal & Victoria Lishka 
Michael & Diana Hallmark 

Diane M. Ledgerwood 

Banfield Pet Hospital 
Portland General Electric 

Dignified Pet Services 
Portland Dog Obedience Club 

4-H Muttsketeers 
Marianne Ferber (in memory of) 

Public & Government Affairs Colleagues 
Terry McPherson

 

CDF Flowers $1-99 
Greg McMaster 

Bonnie Hull 

Mattison Mania  
Susan Boitano 

Jaedon Stoner 
Kathy & Sean Lamb 

Jeffrey & Mary Erdman 
Donald & Terri Royse 
J.C. Penney Employee 

Giving Program 
Kolin & Anne Thiel 

John & Pamela Blanpied 
Kathleen Connors 

R.T. & B.J. Gunsolus 
Marki Maizels 

Gracia Baker Rev. Living 
Trust 

Eileen Stainbrook 
Mitch Williams 
Susan Trafton 

James & Anne Dickason 
Howard & Shelley Cole 

Herbert & Cookie Howell 
G.L. & G.S. Goss 

Sheila Putnam 
John & Marilee Wetten 

Lawrence Wert 
Judy Diener-Andreen 

Nadine Andreen 
D&D Recycling 

Gertrude Thompson 
Jamie Johnk 

Karen Bair (in memory of)  
U.S. Bank 

Janet Hibdon 
City League Team 

Margaret McLaughlin 

Master Gardeners 
Association of Oregon 

 

Major In-Kind Supporters 
VCA Northwest Veterinary Specialists 

Castor & Pollux Natural Petworks/Merrick 
PFX Pet Supply 



Making a Difference for the Adoption & Education Center 
 

There is certainly no lacking for need at the Center.  Currently, CCDS is the second most 
contacted county office after 911 emergency services. In 2007, there were more than 200,000 
pet dogs and cats in Clackamas County households. 1 We can anticipate, using national 
averages, that 70 – 80% of the homes in urban growth areas own one or more pets.  

After starting out as a program of the Department of Health, Housing and Human 
Services, Clackamas County Dog Services shifted to the Department of Transportation and 
Development in 2001.   Annual program revenues from dog licensing fees, adoption fees and 
donations provide slightly less than 30% of the annual budget for shelter operations and field 
services.  As a result, the Dog Services program continues to require more support each year 

from the County General Fund to maintain existing program levels and is looking toward a 
future where the Foundation can help bring in exponentially more support each year.  

CCDS relies heavily on volunteer support and donations (see graph below).  Without the 
significant community support received from businesses and citizens, Dog Services would be 
unable to maintain its current service levels.  During the past year, community volunteers have 
logged more than 3,173 hours at the Animal Adoption and Education Center, which equates to 
$97,995 of cost savings (equivalent to 1.52 FTE). More than 345 people and organizations have 
donated more than $17,500 directly to the shelter; and another 172 donors have provided 
support of supplies and materials, such as bedding, food, medicine, toys, and crates, with an 

estimated value of more than $27,000. Donors include residents and businesses like Home 
Depot and Subway, from in state and across the nation. Together, we are making a difference. 

                                                                 

1 Source: American Veterinary Medical Association 



Ready for Our Next Year – Protect, Education, Train, Support 

 

Unfunded Projects for 2013-2014 
Spay & Neuter Clinics - The depressed economy has meant that there are increased requests 

for low-cost sterilization services throughout the region.  Currently, 50% of the wait list for 
sterilization is unfulfilled. Their dogs will likely remain unsterilized which poses a significant 

health and safety risk to community members because unsterilized dogs are more likely to 
roam causing dog bites, triggering car accidents, and causing property damage. To bridge this 

gap Clackamas County Dog Services provides subsidized sterilization services once a month and 
serves an average of 100 low-income individuals annually.  Monthly clinics cost $1000. 

 
Training Room Renovation – Community members and clients access training classes at the 
Center including Responsible Pet Ownership, Pet First Aide, Puppy Kindergarten, Basic 

Manners, Reactive Rover, and Canine Good Citizen.  The room is also used for volunteer 
training, dog behavioral assessments, and open houses. Classes, however, are postponed until 

accessibility and fire code changes can be made to the upstairs training area. This is a major 
project which is estimated to cost up to $100,000 if an elevator is included. 
 

Increased Adoptions for Rehabilitatable & Treatable Dogs - With limited resources to spend 
extra time with more challenged dogs, shelter volunteers and staff focus on walking and 

grooming them, and working on front-of-kennel skills for quicker adoptions. Our Program, Go 
Home Stay Home, provides training to prepare a volunteer training team in behavior 

modification techniques to increase adoptions of hard to place dogs that start out in a 
treatable/rehabilitatable status. Objectives include: hire a trainer to focus on assessing 

treatable dogs and creating a training plan for them; train qualified volunteers to work one on 
one with treatable dogs; purchase supportive equipment; and ultimately help hard-to-place 

dogs gain skills and change behaviors in order to go to a new home and stay in the new home. 
Cost is estimated at $25,000 in addition to matching grants already received. 
 
Special Events and Sponsorship Opportunities 

 CDF is holding its first Golf Tournament & Silent Auction on September 13, 2013 at Sah 
Hah Lee Golf Course. In addition to traditional golfing, there will be a putt putt option. 
Golfers and sponsors are still needed.  

 CDF/CCDS Sponsored “Understanding Dogs & Their Needs, a Weekend with Animal 

Behaviorist Kelly Bollen”, October 26-28, 2013, registration is $225. 
 House Parties are hosted throughout the year where guests enjoy refreshments, a short 

talk about a dog topic of interest, and have an opportunity to donate to the Foundation. 
Hosts are always needed. 

 Home for the Holidays Campaigns provide an opportunity for local business engagement 
which includes promotional information and donation opportunities. 

 Include Clackamas Dogs Foundation in your financial and 
estate planning. 

Wish List  
For a current wish list, please visit www.clackamasdogs.org.  

http://www.clackamasdogs.org/

